
1 Corinthians 9

Paul's Example



I. Paul's Claims to these Privileges.
(9:1-14)

A. Other Apostles and workers (Vs. 1-6).

Acts 1:21-22 “Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us 
all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, 22beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was 
taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of 
His resurrection.”

1) the right to be compensated for his apostolic service; 

2) the right to take a believing wife; and 

3) the right to refrain from work, and completely devoted to 
ministry. 



I. Paul's Claims to these Privileges.

B. The Human Customs for example (V.7).

Gal. 6:6-7; Let him who is taught the word share in all good things 
with him who teaches. 

7Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 
that he will also reap.

C. Illustrated in the Old Testament law.  (Vs. 8-11)

D. The Old Testament priests.  (Vs. 12-14).

E. Christ's Command (V. 14).



Matthew 10:10
Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts,
10nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for 
a worker is worthy of his food.

Luke 10:7
And remain in the same house, eating and drinking such things as 
they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages…



II. Paul's Sacrifice of Privileges 
(9:15-27).

A.  He wanted to make the Gospel free (Vs. 15-18).

B. Paul wanted to work independently (V. 19a).

C. Paul wanted to win as many as possible (Vs. 19b-23).

- "All things to all men" (v.22) 

D. Paul wanted to gain a lasting reward (Vs. 24-27).



Hebrews 12:1-3
1Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily

ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the

joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,

and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.



Romans 14:7

For none of us lives to himself, 

and no one dies to himself.


